NIKKE]

Toyota and Meta slipped close to Mr. Trump
The meaning of 'donation to the presidential
inauguration’
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3 points of this article

1. Donations for Trump's inauguration surpass $170 million

2. Tech giants such as Meta and Toyota Motor Corporation are among the donors

3. It has been pointed out that the rules for the use of surplus funds are loose, and that it is an
act of buying favors with money

On January 20, Trump will be inaugurated as president of the United States. On the eve of the
inauguration of the new administration, there has been a lot of controversy about donations made
by companies and business owners "for the president's inauguration." From US technology giants
such as Meta and Amazon.com to Toyota Motor Corporation, it is expected that the amount will
eventually exceed 200 million dollars (about 31 billion yen). We interviewed several experts to find
out what it means and what the risks are.

First, let's find out who is donating to the inauguration fund. The table below is an excerpt from a list
of major donors prepared by the Center for Political Accountability (CPA), which examines political
contributions. Major companies in various industries from tech and automobiles to finance,
pharmaceuticals, and crypto assets (virtual currencies) are lined up, and many contribute $ 1
million (about 155 million yen).


https://business.nikkei.com/atcl/gen/19/00568/011500027/?gift=rNOYGoDwEm9A%252BHhNtIL2A7VMQfI5pZjpYDakWWqkeMU%253D&n_cid=nbpnb_gift
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In addition, Apple CEO Tim Cook and OpenAl CEO Sam Altman are reported to have personally
provided funding. The movement of donations to the inauguration fund began to stand out in late
November 2024, when businessmen began visiting Trump's private residence "Mar-a-Lago" in
Florida, USA, and exceeded $ 170 million (about 26.4 billion yen) by mid-January 2025. The
Associated Press quoted people involved in the event as saying that the figure would eventually
exceed $200 million.

Presidential inauguration events organized by two organizations

The presidential inauguration, which will be held on January 20, is an event that symbolizes the
inauguration of the new administration. However, the concept of "donation to the inauguration"
itself may be difficult for Japan readers to understand.



Events related to the inauguration of the president are mainly planned and managed by two
organizations. The swearing-in ceremony at the Capitol will be conducted by the Joint
Congressional Committee on the Presidential Inauguration (JCCIC), which is made up of key
members of the Senate and House of Representatives. The cost of the swearing-in ceremony will be
covered by the budget of the Bundestag.

On the other hand, related events such as inaugural parades, celebrations, and balls are handled
by the Presidential Inauguration Committee (PIC), which is formed by the camp of the candidate
who won the election. This time, an organization called the "Trump Vance Inauguration Committee"
was established. The current topic of "inauguration donations" refers to funding for this committee.

It worked the same way when Biden, Obama and Trump first took office. Although foreign donations
are prohibited, U.S. companies and individuals are not limited in the amount they can donate to the
PIC and can accept donations from labor organizations. Within 90 days of the inauguration, the PIC
must report the names and amounts of the donors to the Federal Election Commission (FEC).

In addition to donations, a Google representative said, "We are pleased to be able to support the
presidential inauguration ceremony for 25 years," citing the fact that the ceremony will be live-
streamed on YouTube. A representative of Toyota's U.S. subsidiary said, "[The donation] reflects our
strong growth and presence in the U.S." A spokesperson for Boeing, which also donated $1 million
to Biden's 21st anniversary as president, said, "We are honored to continue our tradition of
supporting the PIC across party lines."

However, not all companies make donations as a matter of course. The total donation is orders of
magnitude higher than Biden's inauguration ('21: $61.8 million) and Obama's ((1) '09: $53 million,
(2) '13: $43 million), and has already surpassed Trump's record record of $107 million in his first
term ('17). Meta, for example, didn't make any inauguration donations in '17 or '21, but reportedly
raised $1 million this time. "Every company is lining up to 'buy favors," said Bruce Freed, CPA
President.
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